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CONSTITUTION (PARLIAMENTARY PRIVILEGES) AMENDMENT BILL 2004 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 27 August. 

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [2.02 pm]:  The Government is pleased to support 
the Bill.  The concepts are simple enough and were well explained by Hon Peter Foss in his second reading 
speech.  Essentially, the nexus between the rights of privilege in our Parliament and that of the Westminster 
Parliament, which has existed for many years, is now at risk in light of Britain’s increasing political alliance with 
the European Union.  The danger that a decision made in the European Parliament could be subsequently 
expressed automatically in our Parliament should not be taken lightly and the Government fully supports the 
intent and the spirit of the legislation.  

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [2.03 pm]:  I understand that this issue is one that we may have 
dealt with when we were in Kalgoorlie.  Is that correct?   

Hon Peter Foss:  No.  

Hon GIZ WATSON:  I am at least familiar with it.  The Greens (WA) support this Bill based on the principle 
that this Parliament should be in control of its own powers.  However, in response to the Leader of the House’s 
remark about the connections between the UK Government and the European Parliaments, some of the changes 
have been quite positive.  What immediately came to mind was that the British Parliament took into 
consideration the Bill of Rights that is in the European jurisdiction.  This has resulted in any new British 
legislation being required to meet human rights standards.  There are some reasons for which a nexus between 
Parliaments makes sense, and perhaps the issue of human rights is one.  Having said that, the Greens are happy 
to support this Bill, in this case, based on the principle that the Western Australian Parliament should have 
control of its own business.   

HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [2.05 pm]:  I concur 100 per cent with what Hon Giz Watson said.  
Question put and passed. 
Bill read a second time. 
Leave granted to proceed forthwith to third reading. 

Third Reading 
Bill read a third time, on motion by Hon Peter Foss, and passed. 
 


